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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


‘The following is taken from » what is commonly called ‘a 
. and one claiming to be an ‘Inquirer’ ;— 


sis considerable excitement just now in u wood near 

«in France, to see the Virgin Mary and Child, who is said 
o appeared to a girl of fifteen. Some declare they can see 
‘in elm tree, with the child in her arms ; others declare 
see nothing at all. The point most amusing to us is 
ile Jesus, that grew up to manhood and passed on to 
nm The story of those delusions, of the Virgin and Child 

(seen hero and there, reminds us of a fraud and its defence. 
hibited what he called the skull of Oliver Cromwell. 
t Cromwell's skull was much larger than this, he 
s his skull when a boy.“ It is a marvel to us that 
people can entertain the idea of Christ being now 


y a pity, for their own sakes, that the editors 
iters who touch this subject do not go through 
l a very elementary—course of reading upon 
orge Cruikshank and many others would have 
iscredit of their really silly gibes about the 
of old clothes (in which spirits are said to 
ey had known that spirit appearances are 
tures ; and that, for purpeses of identifica- 
for instance—or a wooden leg—can be 

like some ‘insubstantial pageant faded, 
hind.’ 


s and Influences,’ a discourse by Henry 
Tne of Light Publishing Co.), is a 
ontaining the essence of many thoughts 
A R ritten i in a thoughtful tone, its rever- 
li it very suitable for circulation 
inded people who might be repelled by 
vations. The following extract illustrates 


lore certain than the truth—a truth preg- 
t to build for spiritual life, we must 
10 who neglects so to build may erect 
al life, the most sumptuous palace 
n, or his art construct ; but, ere 
uit it and take up his abode in 
a the spirit world. He may here 
ding on iaa carpets, loung- 
z on a bed of down; but if 
8 toads and vipers in 
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which have ever emanated from the loftiest intellects that 
emblazon the history of the race. It has been truly said that 
ta person may know but little, but yet may approach much 
nearer the Divine than one who has more brain furniture with 
less of heart.’ i 

We have read with much interest a poem, by Julia 
Keely-Finch, in ‘The Metaphysical Magazine,’ on ‘Life 
after Death.’ The following four verses are as thoughtful 
as they are simple, and as poetic as they are thoughtful — 


And is this what the wise men of earth 
Call death! 
This limitless space, and this light 
That my trembling spirit upbore ? 
Why, this is the primeval birth— 
This breath, 
And that wondrous and fathomless flight 
From you dark and shadowy shore! 


As raiment, that misuse hath soiled, 
Is cast 
Aside, in some half-forgot place— 
So that body which served me well, 
Which laboured and suffered and toiled, 
At last 
Lies in Earth's most kindly embrace ; 
And its future no man may tell, 


It is this, this ethereal thing— 
This me— 
That holds the essence of being ; 
That visions a future as far 
And free, 
As high beyond earthly seeing 
As flashes of light from yon star. 


Come! I fain would be winging my way 
To heights 
Still vaster and spaces more broad ! 
T would see this Maker of all, 
Would feel the beneficent ray 
That lights 
Up the face of Creation's Lord: 
For am | not here at His call? 


We have received ‘Tho Review of Reviews,’ chatty, 
informing, and bright as usual; ‘The Metaphysical Maga- 
zine,’ full of hard but fruitful reading; The Herald of the 
Golden Age,’ and many other journals. We should be 
glad if those who send publications would mark the por- 
tions that may specially interest us. 


Mr. Jos. M. Wade (Boston, U.S.) has sent us ‘An 
Essay from the Spirit-World,’ on ‘ Reciprocity,’ by James 
G. Blaine, a once celebrated American politician, Mr, 
Wade informs the reader that the Essay was ‘dictated 
from the spirit world and written on the Yost typewriter, 
independent of all human contact or human presence near 
the machine, He also states that it was given under the 
supervision of G. W. N. Yost, inventor of the Yost type- 
write 1 We are then told 

sah Ab. ofiara? wan Captain W. Stevens.’ This 
eee It the was used * inde- 
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and carried out; and a prophecy of coming struggles and 
upheavals which will bring in their train the downfall of 
monarchies, financial crashes, and ethical revolutions, to 
be followed by something answering to ‘a new heaven and 
a new earth.’ 

Mr. Wade asserts that Madame Blavatsky is in constant 
communion with him, preparing red-hot shots for people 
whe are named. But there are strong traces of egoism 
throughout this publication, fairly indicated in the con- 
eluding paragraph of a Posteript :— 

The fact of a typewriter running itself, as it were, in dark- 
ness will be a marvellous revelation to mortals, and yet this has 
been made possible by myself delving into the realms of the 
invisible for a lifetime, ignoring society and false teachings and 
every form of pleasure, seeking both night and day for the real 
* Ged’ and dev back of the myths we were taught to believe 
real, I found both, and I see them in every act of man. Gu 
is viathle to me, and I can foretell effect, for these things are 
elearly visible in me. Iam not a medium, not a spiritist, and 
never attended a mevting of spiritista. The knowledge is not 
mine ; it is inspiration, pure and simple. 


We have been requested to print the following, copied 
from The Two Worlds’ :— 

Aa T write this notice, our esteemed friend E. W. Wallis is 
in the midst of the grand mountain and lake scenery of that 
other ‘land of the free,’ beautiful Switzerland. Some months 
ago the Kindly Editor of ‘ Lrewr,’ in a letter referring to Mr. 
Wass work for Spiritualism and his failing health, suggested 
this tear, and asked me if I thought thore were twenty-six Spirit- 
valists who would exch contribute El towards the cost of a month's 
holiday. Well I knew there were many more than twenty- 
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THE ETHEREALISATION OF THE Bopy 


On June 23rd, at Woking, the body of Mrs. Dunn 
cremated. Mrs. Dunn was a member of Mr Page Hoy 
congregation and an accomplished singer. 


Woking a devout service was conducted by her minist 


In the chay la 


and friend, who gave the following Address : 


For the sake of those who need it, T feel impelled to offer, 
justification for what we are doing this day; for what » 
doing will give distress to some whom we would rather sh 
than pain. 
Tam persuaded that if custom had used us to the liberation s 
the body by the purifying fire, it would have shocked us to hay 
it proposed that we should put the body in a grave to slowly rot 

In truth, our flowers and our memorial stones have gradually 
made us the victims of a strangely thin illusion concerning th 
grave. Wo say the dear ones are sweetly sleeping and pewe 
fully resting beneath, and we cover the dreadful reality with 
our little veil of turf or flowers, and never really face the truth, 
for, all the while, that is happening which, if seen in all is 
horror, might drive us mad, 

We are told that respect for the dead urges to burial y 
against cremation, but many are now very keenly feeling th 
reverse of this. They can bring the mind to bear the liberation 
of the body by one swift act of disintegration and purifying 
bat cannot overcome the shrinking from subjecting it to th 
foul and lingering processes of the grave—or perchance to the 
horror of recovering consciousness in the grave. 

Respect for the living, too, is an urgent motive, The highest 
authorities tell us that the air we breathe and the water we drink 
are often contaminated by the emanations of uraves. It canner 
be right that London, for instance, with all its inevitable im 
purities, should add to its foulnesses that of trying to live in 
company with thousands upon thousands of decaying bodies in 
its very midst. 

Respect for the beautiful earth, too, is a motive. As far x 
possible the pure rivers and the wholesome soil should be kept 
free from pollution. That is a sacred duty, and one which itis 
dangerous as well as wicked to neglect. 

Tf reason guided here, there could be no doubt about the 
result. We are only misled by habit and associations. Buril 
is defilement ; this is purification. Burial is the degradation of 
the body ; this is its sublimation. Burial cannot be followed 
ont, in imagination; it is too dreadful. This is lovelier thè 
further we follow it, and the longer we think of it—a fer 
moments of pure and blessed searching; and then all i 


beautiful. For what is more beautiful than that the poor deal 
1 should be dismissed into the sunshine! am 
T 3 beyond all things is it to-day, that what 
of the sweet singer should be sent, not into the 
it into the bright summer air—to the blue sky 
itself, presently, as uncontaminated as they. 
deal tenderly with those who think differently. 
fle cling to the visible grave. They love the 
at the heloved one is there. They inscribe o 
uch loving untruths as that they here ‘rest’ 
Yos, let us deal tenderly with that, but le 
tit; and the truth is that it is earthly, 
ttle heathenish. The dead body is mw 
thing that will be wanted, or than 
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Alas! how utterly are we the creatures of hal | 


sl now, with such sorrow as is inevitable, but with such 
| and 4 aiot joy as n rational and spiritual faith gives us, we 

: his s werender. The air and the sunshine claim the body ; 
ii angels will care for the spirit. We do not look 
je resurrection day, far off in the dim future ; our resur- 
m day is now ; our sweet singer already knows something 
he music of the spheres, and is already too far advanced to 
need the body any more. 


DOES THE BRAIN THINK ? 


n my p rey ous communication ( LIGHT,’ June 13th) I called 
to the generally accepted theory that the brain is the 
mind, and that the size of the brain is regarded as 
of mental power ; or, in other words, the brain thinks, 
sizeof the brain is the measure of mental capacity. 
tiggests many difficulties. If it be true that the 
ole organ of thought, does the thinker die when 
brain d es? If the thinker survives, does it not scem 
il to conclude that the brain is not the thinker ? 
edition of Dr. Wallace’s Miracles and Modern 
is only a part of a very extensive and growing 
ing to the widespread and ever-deepening con- 
int the thinker survives the death of the body. Iname 
book because it seems to me to give a just and 
1 of the evidence on which our certitude rests. 
b size of the brain an index of the mental capacity ? 
In stating my views, however, I wish it to be 
lerstood that I write as a student and not as an 
Wallace. in his work on Natural Selection’ 
atrasts well-trained mathematicians, on the one 
embers of savage tribes, who can only count to 3 
mnot comprehend the addition of 2 and 3, on the 
and then adds; ‘Yet we know that the mass of 
bo nearly the same in both, or might not differ in 
ortion than as 5 to 6; whence we may fairly infer 
possesses a brain capable, if cultivated and 
orming work of a kind and degree far beyond 
yer requires to do.’ 
does this harmonise with the law of Heredity? 
rd the brain as an inherited development of 
6 y ancestral Junctions, and fitted to discharge 
s in offspring, then we naturally ask what 
harged by the brain of savage ancestors? One 
o answer, not reasoning, not purely intellectual 
e e untutored races are not distinguished as 
m ental attainments are low. If, however, we 
in is not the organ of thought, but the 
its function is the adjustment or co- 
i nil old movements and sensibilities of a 
’ d by ancestral experiences and trans- 
neod not be surprised to find a full-sized 
power. It seems reasonable to 
s transmitted in the organism of 
os. nature as to affect the brain and 
organs as means of perception, feel- 
son. Children whose ancestors pos- 
0 8 faculties would probably 
d greater capacity for constructive 
Sa ; 5 gifted in the same way. Our 
8 of an apparatus, or set of 
h we may ive and feel and 
» able to ust ourselves to our 
of reason has to be acquired in 
ind example of others and by 
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Where ideation is continually going on; and since they are, 
objectively speaking, places where nerve-cells are continually 
sending undulations back and forth along transit lines; the in- 
ference seems forced upon us that the transfer of an andulation 
from one cell to another is the objective Accompaniment of each 
subjective unit of feeling of which thoughts and emotions are 
made up. And if this be truism to say 
that the formation of a new Association involves the establish- 
ment of a new transit-line, or set of transit-lines, while the 
revival of an old association involves merely the recurrence of 
motion along old transit-lines." (The italics are mine.) 

It is not easy to attach the true value to thought-syinbols 
used by another thinker, who sees the same things from another 
point of view and in a different light. Mr. Fiske's language 
seems to me to bea re-statement in other terms of the theory 
that the brain thinks The con- 
viction that the thinker survives the death of the brain is wide- 
spread and grounded in reason. This fact is not taken into 
account by Mr. Fiske. The evidence of survival is sò strong— 
that it compels one to pause before accepting the 


80, it becomes a mere 


~or that the brain is the mind. 


80 massive 
theory that the physical brain is the thinker. 
that Mr. Fiske mistakes the nature of the tissue-changes in the 
brain. What he regards as ideation and the generation of ideal 
feelings and thoughts may be nothing more than the concòini- 
tant changes of organic activity. If the 
in the brain, to what is its initiation due? I see no clear answer 
on Mr. Fiske’s theory, It seemsall clear if the spirit is the 
thinker. Schm. 


It seems to me 


genesis of thought be 


MR. JOHN SLATER IN ENGLAND. 


Since the paragraph appearing in this paper announcing Mr, 
Slater’s arrival, he has been kept exceedingly busy, all his time 
being professionally occupied. not the 
slightest abatement in the demand that there was last year for 
Soon after his arrival we hear that a select séance 


There seems to be 


his services. 
was held in the drawing-rooms of Morae’s Library, 26, 
Osnaburgh-street, Regents Park, N.W., for the purpose of 
witnessing some manifestations through his remarkable medium- 
ship. 
sentence or question, on a slip of 
initials, nom-de-plume, or real name if preferred. Mr. 
Slater during the evening dealt with all the questions 
asked, coming, by handling the slips of paper, into 
rapport with the writers and their spiritual surroundings. 
For nearly an hour and a-half he literally poured forth a flood 
of communications and tests, some being positively startling in 
their vivid directness. The various recipients declared upon 
their honour that it was positively impossible for Mr. Slater by 
any ordinary human means to have known anything about the 
matters he mentioned. We understand that he will be at the 
conference in Liverpool on the 5th, at Manchester on the 9th, 
and at Birmingham on the 13th.—B. B. 


Each person present was requested to write a short 
paper, signing it with 


On Tuesday evening, the 30th inst., an excellent and highly 
respectable audience assembled at Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer- 
street, to assist at one of Mr. John Slater's public séances, when 
after a vocal solo, Angel Land,’ by Miss Morse, Mr. Slater, 
during one hour and a-half, gave nearly fifty tests, every one 
being acknowledged correct. Space preventing, L refrain from 
describing the many remarkable (one might say marvellous) 
narrations of facts and incidents pertaining to the living and the 
departed. 

Mr. H. Rumford, who is managing Mr. Slater's trip North, 
managed the meoting, and every credit is due to him for the 
pleasant accommodation afforded to all visitors, no reserved 
seats being provided ; Spiritualist and inquirer had the same 
opportunity. 
trae Slater, in his closing remarks, said that Spiritualism was 

clases. Spiritualism belonged to no class or country, 
2 glad to ix in this country again. He felt there was 
more y ork for him here; that was why he had come again. 
1 ism was an ever-increasing study; it was a fact, 
and hi d a cake philose 0 it would overpower all barriers 
t was wanted was more mediums 
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SOME THEOSOPHICAL MONTHLIES. 


In ‘Lucifer,’ for June, Mra. Besant is jubilant over ‘the 


ins of steady progress that are visible on every side’; and 
Mr. Alexander Fullerton declares that Theosophy is fully in 
harmony with the Spirit of the Age.” An article by the late 
Madame Blavatsky, on ‘Spirits of Various Kinds,’ is interest- 
ing, but her present opinions on that subject would be consider. 
ably more so. She tells us what true Spiritualism is.“ It 
seems that the Hindus believe that the ‘ Pitris,’ or aboriginal 
ancestors of man, went to the moon when they died, and from 
there still influence their descendants for good or evil ; and this 
notion Madame Blavatsky accepted :— 

*A “ soma-drinker ” attains the power of placing himself in 
direct rapport with the bright side of the moon, and thus of deriv- 
ing inspiration from the concentrated intellectual energy of the 
blessed ancestors. The sorcerer, or dugpa, who always 
performs his hellish mtes on the day of the new moon—when 
the benignant influence of the Pitris is at its lowest ebb— 
erystallises some of the Satanic energy of his predecessors in 
evil, and turns it to his own vile uses; while the Brahmana, 
on the other hand, pursues a corresponding but benevolent 
course with the energy bequeathed to him by the Pitris. This 
is true Spiritualism, of which the heart and soul have been 
entirely missed by the modern Spiritualists.’ 

Mr. Leadbeater brings to a close his series of articles on 
* Devachan ; or, the Thewsophical Heaven.’ We learn that when 
we reach the ‘arupa levels,’ the highest heaven, where for a season 
we will be ‘formless, our egos will nevertheless *be represented’ by 
ovoid eggs of aura, brilliantly lit up from within. Mrs. Besant 
alse ends her eloquent articles on Man and His Bodies.“ Mra. 
Besant, like all system-makers, relies almost wholly on assertion ; 
but her system is exceedingly ingenious and very suggestive. 

The monthly instalment of Old Diary Leaves’ in the June 
*Theusophist is devoted to a description of Colonel Olcott's 
early theosophical junketings in Ceylon. These were royal 

junketings, indeed. But Theosophy cannot live on processions 
alone, it needs subscriptions, and the paucity of these, even in 
those days of enthusiasm, cecasions Colonel Olcott many, no 

doubt heartfelt, expressions of sorrow. He tells us that Madame 
Blavatsky did not approve of this expedition to Ceylon, and 
threatened him with the sigual anger of the Mahatmas if he 


went; but on his triumphant return she showered on him the 


Llessings of these same Mahatmas. Colonel Olcott says that 
this gave him a severe shock as well it might; but he seems to 
have recovered from it very quickly. 

“A Rajpot Wedding’ interesting description 
5 Kusut by 
Hae Prince Hari Raa 
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SPIRITUALISM AND THE VEDANTA PHILOSOPHY 

When first we heard that the Swâmi Vivokånanda , 
coming to London to expound the Vedanta Philosophy, 
were hopeful that his teaching would not only confirm the fain 
of Spiritualists, but might add 
hoped this, because the very essence of the Hindu Philos 
is that man is a spirit, a body, and not 
body, and may have a spirit also; which is as 
Western mind can reach. This essential difference finds expr 
sion in our common phraseology, for when, in the East, amy 
dies, it is said of him that he has given up his body’; while 
in the West, we say, ‘he has given up his ghost— 


to their number, W 


also 
and has that man 


TAY as many $ 


r spirit 

It has been the glorious privilege of our modern Spiritualism 
to prove by actual demonstration the existence of spirit apar 
from flesh, and it would, therefore, seem reasonable to look for 
co-operation on the part of the exponents of the Vedanta Phil 
sophy and the supporters of Spiritualism. We are not quite 
certain, however, that this desirable consummation can b 
attained, for observations made very recently by the Swimi ar 
calculated only to divide the two sects. The Vedant 
Philosophy sets before the student an ideal aim! Nothing les, 
in fact, than the unfolding of the God within him, and nothing 
could well be more impressive and inspiring than the presente 
tion of this idea by a speaker of the force and eloquence 
of the Swami. We could only respect and admiro, until modem 
Spiritualism was alluded to, and that ina manner which left 
upon us the impression that the Swami condemned without 
reservation all sitting for phenomena. He admitted having s 
for observation with professional mediums, and held that one 
and all had practised fraud. ‘Spirit voices,’ according to the 
Swami, are never heard to clash! As the sepulchral dies away 
the small child’s voice rises up,’ intimating thus that ventril 
quism was invariably responsible for the sounds. ‘Spint 
messages,’ he remarked, were quite worthless, for they never 
rose above the level of “T am well and happy,” or“ Give John 
a piece of cake." This assertion could, of course, only be made 
in ignorance of the contents of ‘Spirit Teachings,’ a book 
which, we think, can well stand comparison even with the 
exalted teaching of the Swimi Vivekananda. The process of 
making up sham materialivations and working the figure on the 
end of a wire was also described in detail. 

We were present again the following evening, when a paper 
of questions bearing upon the adverse criticism of the Swàmi 
was read out to the meeting. Some thirty minutes were then 
n and explaining his remarks of the night 

before, and, to our deep satisfaction, the Swami not only own- 
feseed his belief in the possibility of spirits communicating with 


3 expressed his conviction that at times spirits 


il visited earth in order to assist mankind. Itis 
. no part of the Vedanta Philosophy to 
i 3 of such intercourse, on account of its 
It is commonly held that the undevelopel 
easily communicate with man, consequently 
his word of warning and withheld any wool 
Ve approve of warning, but not of warning 
bovo all other the advice givon in ‘Spirit 
€ read : san 

i botter still to loarn ; nor is it impos 
m ember that learning must precele 

t the teuth is one that man needs. 
learn who and what are those 
man. You must know how and 
be had: and how errr 
y may be warded off 
is safely to meddle with 
this, he must see, to, 
ihe gnueg. Lot bin 
“high out impurity 
hoir | pleat Wet 
so shall bow lot him 
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if he has not yot attained to any belief in the soul? Tt may 
he replied that the message of the Swimi is not for euch, and 
we agree, but shall we despise any means by which these doubters 
may be assured of their immortal nature? And of what sig- 
pilleanee is this perpetual cry of fraud and delusion, in face of 
the possibility of teaching and demonstrating so momentous n 
fact! The very evils of Spiritualism have their value, and are 
doubtless an inevitable and useful accompaniment at this stage 
of oar journey. Fraud teaches the necessity of careful and 
swrato observation, and tends to secure the same ; delusion 
may lead to discovery, and contact with evil to the recognition 
that death is no transformation scene, but he that is filthy is 
filthy still.’ Sin and its consequences can never be wiped out 
creeds, It will persist in the individual until eradicated by 
the individual. We intend to learn all we can from the Swami. 


We recognise his ability, his earnestness, and his high purpose, 
hut we claim for ourselves such tribute and recognition as we 


yield to others. 


ANIMALS IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 
(Continued from page 305.) 


Vs contribution to the sum of information upon this most 
interesting question, I have thought that your readers might be 
interested in the following account of incidents which have hap- 
d in my experience with a medium (Mrs. Haughton) with 
4 development in psychic powers I have been associated. 
iry early time of her acquaintance with Spiritualism she 
kened one night out of her sleep, quite suddenly, by 
n cause, and was excessively surprised to see 
by her bedside a large Newfoundland dog. He was a 
le animal, apparently possessing more than average 
He appeared to her quite substantial, and looked 
though expecting his presence to be understood 
ned. He remained with her until she fell asleep 
This incident came upon the medium as a com- 
i ty, for she had never previously heard of, 
about, the possibility of animals living in the 
When she was next controlled by her 
pert,’ I questioned him upon the subject, and he 
hat the dog which the medium had seen was the one 
d been much attached to when he had lived upon the 
uring his last illness the dog, having been an almost 
mpanion, pined so much that he was allowed, at his 
uest, to be at times in the sick chamber. Upon the 
t he was inconsolable, and speedily followed him 
veil, where, continued the spirit, ‘I was waiting to 
ind he has been a faithful friend and companion 
has, in my journeyings into some of the danger- 
he lower spheres, frequently saved me, by his 
sagacity, from danger.’ 
ccasion, this time at mid-day, I was engaged 
h the medium, when she felt the clairvoyant 
on her. While in this state, although her 
ed to describe what she sees, she loses con- 
l locality, and her sensation is that of being 
tate. She described a rapid transit over a 
y, very beautiful to gaze upon, but she was 
inger until she found herself in the midst of 
ently of great size. There were paths 
but she was taken to a seat upon which 
ok around her at leisure, ‘The prevailing 
> and peaceful pleasure. The mere act 
ful. A striking peculiarity of the place 
intense life, The very matter of 
did not appear to be inert and dead, 


no 
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She was told that this was a scene in one of the spheres 
wherein harmony reigned supreme ; a place in which missionary 
Spirits, after their labours amongst the miserable beings in the 
lower states, or upon the earth, may obtain rest and recreation 
to strengthen them for their labours amongst the erring children 
of men, 

To give one vision :—Recently a friend of the mediam's and 
my own had the unpleasant duty of sending 4 favourite dog to 
be destroyed, owing to some disorder. To the medium and my- 
self this was buta passing incident. But the same evening, 
while taking a walk together, she was, quite suddenly and un- 
obtrusively, controlled by her guide, ‘Rupert,’ before referred 
to. He told me that he had found it easy at that moment ta 
control the medium, and had taken advantage of that circam- 

stance because he wished me to tell Mr. B. (the owner of the 
dog) that he (‘Rupert’) had taken charge of it on its entrance 
to the spiritual state, and would, as a small act of friendliness 
to Mr. B., undertake to see that it was properly cared for. 

A few days later Mr. and Mrs. B., with another friend, were 
at my house, and we were talking over this incident and upon 
the subject of animal life in the spirit world generally, when the 
medium was again taken upon one of her psychic journeys. The 
description of what she saw was giyen partially by a controlling 
spirit whom we call Ariel, a very great favourite amongst our 
friends. She was caused to behold a wide expanse of country 
scenery —woodland and meadow; a very lovely view to gaze 
upon. Presently she became aware of moving objects, in the 

extreme distance, gradually approaching her. As they advanced 
she could see that they were a party mounted upon magniticent 
horses. As they came nearer she saw that the horsemen were 
dressed as foresters, and accompanying them were a number of 
dogs. The whole scene was strikingly full of life and anima- 
tion ; men, horses, and dogs, all seemed to have entered with 
joyous exhilaration into the rapid exercise they had just under- 
gone. Every horse and dog manifested evidence of human care 
and attention, and the beauty and symmetry of their forms were 
delightful to behold. But near to these splendid animals she 
saw the pathetic figure of Mr. B.'s dog, just as he appeared 
when upon earth. He was evidently a stranger just arrived 
amongst his present company, and was uncertain how to act in 
his unfamiliar and aristocratic surroundings. 

Ariel, who was controlling, told us that in the spirit world 
there were places where animals were cared for and loved as they 
were upon the earth, the means at the disposal of spirits for 
giving joy to their animal friends being much greater than those 
possessed down here. Many spirits who naturally loved 
animals and had been accustomed to associate with them in 
their earth life found a delight in ministering tu their happiness. 
* How incomplete, said the spirit, ‘would be our world were 
the beauties of the animal creation absent!’ What more 
beautiful object exists in nature than the noble and mujestic 
horse? Poor, indeed, is any conception of the beauties of 
advanced life that does not include the marvellous loveliness of 
the animal world, particularly the matchless horse, and the 


agility and faithfulness of the intelligent and noble dog. 
Wi. HAUGHTON, 


SUPERNATURAL GENERATION.” 


This monograph, we are told, is compiled principally for 

friends, from the prohibitively priced and now almost inacces- 
sible works of that erudite scholar, the late Thomas Inman, 
M. D. It is intended to be an appropriate supplement to * The 
Count of Gabalis.’ The fifty-eight pages of small quarto, of 
which this monograph consists, are devoted to the discussion of 
the heathen myths and legends of the birth of children, one of 
whose parents was a supernatural or Divine being. The writer 
or ‘ editor’ (* Invictus’) does not believe in the possibility of 
any such thing; but he does not touch upon the side of the 
question which has sometimes presented itself as a matter for 
discussion to those who are familiar with the phenomenon of 
matorinlisntion. Only one hundred copies of the work have 
been printed, and the few remaining copies may be had through 
Mr. R H. Fryer, 2, Prospect-terrace, Bath, 
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SPIRITUAL UNIVERSALISM. 


Still the question persists, and we think and hopo that 
for many years it will persist,—Is Spiritualism a Religion! 
And still, we also think and hope, the response will be, 
not reply, but a question, ‘And what do you mean by 
“a Religion“? If you mean, Does Spiritualism add, or 
seek to add, another to the theological systems of the 
world? our reply is ready in the form of an emphatic Yo. 
If you mean, Does it summon from the Churches its 
adherents, for enclosure in some different fold? Again we 
answer Vo, Even if you only mean, Does it take a side 
in the controversies of the sects, as a theological disputant? 
we still can only answer Vo. 

Is Spiritualism, then, neutral! Has it no light to hold 
up, no guidance to offer? Still we answer Vo. What then 
is it in relation to the Religions of the world and to the 
sects of Christendom, if it Aas a light to uphold and 
guidance to offer, and yet has no theological systems of its 
own and no fold for its devotees! The reply is perfectly 
clear and strong. Spiritualism takes cognisance of Religion 
only in so far as it relates to the development and march 
on of the human spirit. Paul finely said, In Jesus Christ 
neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, 
bat faith which worketh by love.’ So say we, Neither 
Buddhism nor Catholicism, neither Mohammedanism nor 
Judaism, neither Trinitarianism nor Unitarianism availeth 
anything, but the outreaching of the soul after God, the 
spirit’s longing for the higher life, the heart’s hunger and 
i i True Spiritualism is not 
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Polytheism and Islám foel after theo. | 
Each religion says, Thou art one, without equal | 
If it be a mosque, people murmur the holy prayer id j 
it be a Christian Church, people ring the bell from love ta th.“ 
Sometimes | frequent the Christian cloister, and sometis 6 
the mosque. 
But it is thou whom I seek from temple to temple X 
Thy elect have no dealings with heresy or with orthodoy. P 
for neither of them stands behind the screen of thy truth i 
Heresy to the heretic, and religion to tho orthodox | 
But the dust of the rose petal belongs to the heart of th 
perfume-seller. 


Since then, the world has gone farther and fared worm. | 
and more than three hundred years of bitter and laborious | 
struggle have not served to convert the most civilised natio | 
of the world to this. What Bishop in our House of Lon i 
will stand in line with this glorious old ‘ Pagan’! How many | 
influential religious leaders in London will now say, ‘In 1 
every temple I see people that see thee’? How many | 
‘church and chapel people’ | 
truth that Polytheists and Mohammedans are their fellow 
worshipers? In whose published Christian sermons shal 
we find it taught that prayers in the mosque and the ‘ 
Christian temple mean the same thing? I go from wosque £ 
to cloister, said this splendid old universalist ; I visit | 
temple after temple and church after church; but every 
where I seek the one God of all: I know nothing of 


have even a glimmering of the 
5 


orthodoxy or heterodoxy; I recognise neither, for both 
stand outside in the porch, both are only seeking, both are 
only guessing what there is beyond, for neither stands | 
behind the screen of infinite truth. What are symbols 
names, rituals, sacraments, creeds} All, at best, but picture- y 
signs, habitual modes of expressing the unknown through i 
the known: but white rose or red rose, and through all 
the namings of them, the fragrance of the perfume clings 
to him who has the rose. 

If this is not pure Spiritualism, we have yet to leam | 
it. But, if it is, whata treasure, what a pearl of grat D 
price, is ours ! 
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and Co., Limited, Oharing Crs- 


ie Problem surrounding the pr 
finally discovered. The source 
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THE PSYCHOLOGY OF CROWDS.* 


Av English translation of M. Le Bon’s work ‘The Crowd’ 
je a Welcome addition to our rather meagre literature of an 
obscure but extremely interesting branch of Psychology. We 
her much about * Collectivism ' to-day, and it is a matter of no 
small importance to learn what kind of thing is the * popular 
inl’ te which, in the near future, everyone will have to bow ; 
for “the age we are about to enter will, in truth, be the Era of 
Crowds.” All the old pillars of society are tottering to their 
fall; the power and prestige of the masses—of ‘crowds '—alone 
aro on tho increase. The divine right of the masses is about 

the divine right of kings.’ 
*Crowds’ of which our author treats are not mere 
aillections of buman beings ; a crowd for him means a ‘ psycho- 
crowd '—a crowd acted upon by some general influence 

which turns it into a mental unit :— 
he most striking peculiarity presented by a psychological 
crowd is the following : Whoever be the individuals that com- 
* wever like or unlike their mode of life, their occupa- 

r character, or their intelligence, the fact that they 
m transformed into a crowd puts them in possession of 
ective mind which makes them feel, think, and act 
r quite different from that in which each individual of 
would feel, think, and act were he in a state of isolation. 
„ The psychological crowd is a provisional being formed 
geneous elements, which for a moment are bene 


) cot the eo by each of the cells singly.” 
the component atoms of a crowd, the individual 

ense of responsibility Worse still, he loses both his 

od his faculty of judgment: 

2ci sions affecting matters of general interest come to 
mbly of men of distinction, but specialists in different 
penile) are not sensibly superior to the decisions that 
ted by a gathering of imbeciles.’ 
ems that in a crowd the parts of the mind peculiar to 
that is to say, the intellect and the will, become 
d the parts which all the components of the crowd 
mon alone act. namely, the instincts and emotions. 
quence is that the individual in a crowd reverts very 
condition of a child, or of a barbarian ; and he 
plaything of suggestion or contagion. The 
emotions form for each of us an ‘ unconscious 
ch, in the isolated individual, is hidden and 
e ‘conscious personality,’ the product of the 
“ei; and it is this unconscious and instinctive 
‘manifests collectively. When anyone has been 
crowd for a short time he gets into a peculiar 
esombles the state of ‘ fascination’ in hypno- 
gat himself, but has become an automaton 
to be guided by his will.’ Crowds do not 
t or reject ideas as n whole ; they tolerate 
br contradiction ; the suggestions brought 
de the whole field of their understanding, 
transform themselves into acts. Crowds, 
d, are ready to sacrifice themselves for 
have been inspired; they entertain 
me sentiments ; their sympathies quickly 

antipathies are easily transformed into 


t at the bottom of these characteristics, the 
of a e better term, calls * the religious 


simple characteristics, such as 
, fear of the power with 
‘gubmiesion to its commands, 
the desire tó spread them, and a 

s all by whom they are not 
pply to an invisiblo God, 
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Occultism will at once recognise therein a ‘ teaching ’ common 
to both * white’ and black magic, namely, that when a ‘band’ 
or society of individuals is formed there arises in consequence, 
and as a result of the combined personalities of the members, a 
distinct, common, or composite individual of a very mysterious 
and superior kind. The common or collective consciousness of 
crowds is, however, according to M, Le Bon, distinctly inferior 
to the consciousness of the component atoms; but we must 
remémber that the occultist deals with very superior materials, 
for the individualities that compose the common person 
in his case are all supposed to be selected specimens of 
the race. This conception of a common personality, 
formed by what our author calls a kind of ‘chemical 
combination ` of the composing atoms, is an extremely important 
one, which has, we venture to think, been badly overlooked in 
modern occult investigation. We have traces of its recognition 
in Theosophy although the general trend of theosophic teach- 
ing seems to be to accentuate the individual consciousness at 
the expense of the collective; and if M. Le Bon’s theory 
can be substantiated in Spiritualism, it might account for many 
of the puzzling facts in spirit intercourse. If it be not too 
venturesome to say so, there is no apparent reason why a 
‘crowd of spirits should not be affected by this same influence 
call it * hypnotic’ or what you like; and in the case of a 
spirit band it is easy to conceive that the ‘communicating’ 
or common intelligence should differ in a striking manner from 
the intelligence that we would naturally anticipate in any par- 
ticular component spirit—a superior intelligence which may 
very well be possessed by that spirit, but for the moment 
inhibited through the conditions obtaining during the manifesta- 
tion of the composite personality of the ‘band’ which is *in 
control.’ 

In giving expression to these conjectures we are not reading 
into M. Le Bon's interesting work a meaning entirely foreign 
either to the subject or to our author's treatment thereof. M. 
Le Bon finds traces of unknown forces, possibly of unknown 
entities, which apparently exist and function beyond the limits 
to which he so boldly advances, but at which he stops short. 
The field of operation of those obscure but seemingly all-power- 
ful forces, he perceives to be above, or below, our limit or 
* threshold’ of consciousness ; for he tells us that * the part 
played by the unconscious in all our acts is immense, and that 
played by reason very small. The unconscious acts like a force 
still unknown.’ Such sentiments as the following, again, are 
imbued with the true spirit of Occultism :— 

‘Every conclusion drawn from our observation is, as a rule, 
premature, for behind the phenomena which we see clearly are 
other phenomena that we see indistinctly. and perhaps, behind 
these latter, yet others which we do not see at all.’ 

‘Tt seems at times as if nations were submitted to secret 
forces analogous to those which compel the acorn to transform 
itself into an oak, or a comet to follow its orbit.’ 

‘The Crowd,’ however, is not an occult treatise, but an 
eminently scientific work, in so far that its thesis is clearly and 
logically worked out, without any building upon hypothesis or 
conjecture ; and the very fact that the author resiscs the 
temptation to guess when he no longer perceives, makes his book 
an exceedingly suggestive one —for it leaves the reader to do the 
guessing for himself—and quite as interesting from n practical 
as from a theoretical point of view. We, therefore, leave it to 
our readers to study ‘The Mind of Crowds,’ ‘The Opinions and 
Beliefs of Crowds,’ and The Classification and Description of 
the Different Kinds of Crowds,’ in M, Le Bons own pages, 
feeling sure that when they have done so they will thank us for 
the recommendation. 


The following appeared in the ‘ Daily Chronicle’ of 
June 29th :— 


Mr. Richard Harte writes: A your excellent notice of 
M. Le Bon’s remarkable book, The Crowd,” will doubtless add 
many to the number of its readers, will you allow me to correct 
an error into which that able writer has fallen! He states on 

p: 27 (of the English translation) that a Mr. Davey succeeded in 
wee a number of educated Englishmen by simulating 
liumship tee spiritualistic phenomena, and that all 

he * s 5 that the 7 were 
u 8 one of the attestants. 
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muh nes church is situated in Albert-road, and 
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reference to me is @hatutely Jalsa, like so many others in con- 
nection with spiritualistic phenomena,” 
`The facts in regard to Mr. Davey are well known to many 
Spiritualists. Thoy aro simply these : Mr. Davey thought that he 
had become a medium ; but some friends told him that they had 
imposed upon him in his own house, and he dropped that idea 
and began practising conjuring, and soon became very clever at 
it. He then professed to perform all the spiritualistic phe- 
nowena, and did so to the satisfaction of his friends and of their 
friends. who gave their testimony to his wonderful powers. But 
he carefully avoided showing any of his tricks to experienced 
investigators of Spiritualism, although several wished to see 
them. All his tricks were performed in his own house, where 
all needful arrangements were made beforehand. A long report 
of them, and some criticisms by Spiritualists, are given in the 
“ Journal of the Society for Psychical Research." ' 


PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM IN BLACKPOOL. 


‘The Blackpool Gazette and News’ contains the follow- 
ing interesting report of the foundation stones laying of a 
Spiritualist Church : - 
The progress of Spiritualism in this locality has not been of 
a tremendous character. But it is obvious, even to outsiders, 
that there has been a perceptible advancement in the Blackpool 
Spiritualist Society, particularly in point of numbers; and a 
development also, by way of enthusiasm, has been quite as 
noticeable. Materially its growth has been variously impeded, 
and though the present votaries of this form of religion find some 
satisfaction in having obtained a fair measure of popularity, the 
derisive raps and gibes which have been repeatedly directed 
against them are by no means fully allayed. They make no 
reserve, however, of communicating by public and private 
speech their assurance of becoming a greater and more telling 
organisation in the physical, mental, and spiritual progress of 
Blackpool, as time goes on. The history of this mysterious 
‘ism’ in this town is quite modern. A little more than three 
years ago about sixteen persons, desirous of spiritual communion, 
joined themselves together. since when, through repeated 
psychical investigations, combined with a sheer determination 
to overcome all difficulties, they have raised themselves from a 
state of obscurity to one approaching public prominence. Asa 
matter of fact, they have given us indisputable evidence of their 
progress, insomuch as their numbers have increased to such 
Proportions as to necessitate an enlarged building of their own, 
uf which four foundation stones were ceremoniously laid on 
Saturday afternoon. l 
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possible to hope and win, That hope, founded on the ma) 
MALE 


of spiritual communion, had impelled them to push Onwany j 

car of spiritual progress, Many of their friendly critic * 
think that they were but another antagonistic frate rnity 5t M 
object was to upset other religious sects. That WAS a z š 


mistake. Spiritualism, properly understood, was an oxposith, 
of the fundamental principles of all religions. Was not relie, 
founded en the intrinsic principles of spiritual communi $ 
Was not religion in its theological aspects the recognition of th 
existence of the one Infinite Spirit? This God the Spiritual, 
worshiped, and it was to this God that their little oar), 
temple was being raised. 

Whilst laying the first stone, Mrs. Butterfield said thy 
Spiritualism had come to Blackpool; not on a day trip, ora 
week-end excursion, but to stop. They believed in one God, 
not three; no devil (thank goodness for that) and in paying 
twenty shillings in the £. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 

The other stones were then laid, and Mr. Leader also spoke, 


The same paper contains an interesting report of ay 
interview with Mr. Victor Wyldes on the subject of 
Psychometry. We quote the concluding paragraph : - 

‘As to the spiritual importance of this art, innumerable 
experiments have proved that it is possible to sense, from the 
magnetic atmosphere of a person, the thoughts, the words, and 
the deeds of his past life, thus proving that there is a book of 
judgment written by the finger of man’s own spirit, and Ihat 
its record is indestructible. The Spiritualist believes that the 
state of spiritual consciousness created by the words, thoughts, 
and deeds of a human being not only constitute a source of his 
relative degree of happiness or misery here, but also that this 
condition will constitute a source of happiness or misery after 
the death of the body.’ 

‘That does away with the hell-tire and lake of brimstone 
theory, then?’ 

‘Oh, yes. It suggests that man is the builder of his own 
temple in the heavens, or the delver of his own cavern of 
despair, in the regions beyond the realm of time. Thus the 
loftier conception of psychometric science suggests a noble 
incentive to a virtuous life.’ 

it possible for each person to exercise this psychometric 
influence ?* 

* Man is a spirit, therefore it follows that every man possesses 
latent spiritual perceptions. Further, I affirm that every mau 
and woman, irrespective of creed or nationality, isa psychoue- 
trist to the extent of his or her degree of impressibility. 
In other we every human being possesses a degree of intui- 

eee 


this influence? Is it of the soul, or what!“ 
se [shall clash a little, now, with my Spiritualist 
fill state my opinion. I am perfectly aware that 
lists attribute the exercise of psychometry to the 
a disembodied spirit upon the mental faculties of 
parting to him information which he could 
While I know from practical experience, 
h e Scriptures of all nations and religions, 
the am ors of the All-wise and 
lo frequently impress, help, and guard 
eof psychometric perception, as in 
gift, our spirit friends can and do 
rranted in placing psychometric 
s; nor can I endorse the theory 
ical, mental, and moral traits of 
Di st, is necessarily the 
ess, L am fully con- 
Divine providence, 
n parted Where the 
2 
has passed 
become, as I 
the practice of the 
tho indi» 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 
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is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents 
ge imes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpore of 


presenting views that may elicit discusion | 
The Question of Lucifer. 


Sin, — It is a little difficult to keep pace with Palladian de- 
selopments and the criticisms connected with and arising there- 
from. T respect and appreciate the remarks of . C. M. on the 
subject of my article in * Licuwr' of the 6th ult. The termin- 
ology Of Palladian Masonry must undoubtedly seem bizarre and 
inaccurate to the Mason who is not a Palladian, but that is no 
presumption against it. Nor, by the hypothesis, is the denial 
of the ordinary Mason of any value; it is made in good faith, 
but also in ignorance of the facts. On the other hand, also by 
the hypothesis, the perfect initiate, who does know, will pre- 
mwably deny all the same, at loast until he is converted. If 
we assume the existence of the Palladium, this line of thought 
is Accurate ; but if we are dealing with the invention of several 
Werupulous persons, it is obviously an ingenious mode of 
cing criticism in a dilemma. Any association along the same 
lines of reasoning could be accused of anything, and would have 
gist difficulty in justifying itself. I might advance, for 

sample, that the power behind the Latin Church is in reality 
t alt Order of the Rosicrucians, but the vast majority of 
la considerable proportion of prelates do not know it, 
ose who do havo good reason to contradict it, if chal- 
In such a case, the burden of proof lies with those who 
proposition, and then everything depends upon the 
of evidence produced. Hence, in the question of 
a think it will be agreed on all sides that our best course 

{ 


testing the witnesses. In this connection I have a 
osult to offer, which will help us further to appreciate 
un Vaughan. 
say at once, and quite frankly, that my inquiries con- 
Signor Solutore Aventore Zola—who is, I hear, an 
do not favour the view to which I personally incline, 
that the Palladian revelation is largely, though possibly 
sively, an imposture founded on an unrecognised claim 
mt and Accepted Scotch Rite, T must explain 
yin Egypt was originally wholly Memphis in 
h Degree, as is also Roumanin, but in 1864 n 
Grand Council of the Thirty-third Degree of 
eottish Rite was founded, and these two bodies, 
the Craft Grand Lodge, executed between them- 
; concordat, which still continues in force. The 
nder this system belongs to Memphis, and Zola 
| Hierophant, Ninety-second Degree, Supreme 
nder, Thirty-third Degree, and Grand Master, 
until 1883, when he resigned all his powers to 
Oddi, of Cairo. My instruction assures me 
mdoubtedly a well-informed Mason, and that 
ry owes much to his efforts. He is said to be a 
profession, and the explanation of his changed 
have got hold of him.“ That is not a 
and the fact remains that a Mason who 
of the highest positions in the Order has now 
hed his belief that it is a paganising and 
It does not follow that this is to be under- 
‘sense, and I am inclined to class the 
im] Satanism mentioned in the third 
me attempt should, however, be made 
tatoment from Signor Zola. 
oncerned with the case of Rear-Admiral 
d by Miss Vaughan to be an Elect 
lium, a Delegate-in-Chief of the Grand 
aples for gurope, an Hon, Grand Master 
‘at Malta, acquainted with the existence 
OF ih meeting at which Miss 
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its own conclusions as to the credibility of the Malta incidents 
in the t Memoirs of an ex-Palladist,’ the manifestation of Lucifer, 
and the evocation of Philalethes. 

Referring now to the observations of Mr. Arthur Lillie in 
your impression of the 13th ult., I regret that I have disap- 
pointed him by failing to supply ‘a sober and full English 
account of the Baphomet rites.’ The reference, I presume, is 
to those said to be now in practice. Well, it iv humiliating to 
confess it, but n distressing absence of materials has alone 
hindered me ; outside the * cock-and-bull stories’ to which Mr. 
Lillie alludes, I know of no source of information, for L must 
disown the soft impeachment that I have any personal acquaint- 
ance with Baphomet. In this connection Mr. Lillie offers me 
a distinct challenge, and flatters me by adding that he will 
believe what I say in reply to it, which I should have regarded 
as antecedently improbable when I recall his suggestions of 
‘word-fencing’ in the case of M. Papus, and of ‘dim 
religious light in my own. Moreover, I do not know that I 
ani prepared to accept implicitly, in its absence, Mr. Lillie’s, or 
any, definition of ‘sober English.’ I can, however, truthfully 
state that the occult society with which I am connected makes 
no mention of Baphomet, nor does it use either his head or his 
tail in its symbolism. Further, no goat's head and no reversed 
pentagram: have ever been seen therein. I may also say that 
Eliphas Lévi, though he did belong to this society, was never 
its chief, so that in this respect Mr. Lillie is quite wrongly 
informed. Lévi reached half-way up the grades, and was then 
discarded and excluded because his books were found to contain 
so much matter borrowed from the society's MSS. Finally, 
Eliphas Lévi did not refer to this society when he said that 
there might still be initiates of occult science who adore 
Baphomet, As Mr. Lillie misquoted the passage in question in 
the first instance, so he misapplies it now. 

The next step which requires to be taken in the question of 
Lucifer has been well indicated by C. C. M.“ It is to transfer 
the inquiry to Louisville as regards Miss Diana Vaughan. The 
existence of Sophia Walder is another point, and, lastly, there 
is Signor Margiotta. One thing has been wanting till recently 
to assist investigators, and that is for the witnesses of Lucifer 
to fall out among themselves. This has begun in earnest, and 
one of the persons concerned is precisely that witness about 
whom we most want information—the author of * Adriano 
Lemmi,' otherwise Domenico Margiotta. Meanwhile, in view 
of its complexities, I think that the question of Lucifer would 
afford a sound argument for the endowment of research. 

Lastly, I have read with the greatest interest, and mainly 
with sincere concurrence, the long notice of my book which 
appears in the current issue of Lianr.“ I recognise clearly 
enough the hand which wrote that criticism. If I were inclined 
to take exception to anything, I should, perhaps, give expression 
to a feeling that I am a little too seriously handled for some 
infelicitous observations on the limits of possibility in trans- 
cendental phenomena, by which at most I intended to enforce a 
strong personal opinion that the alleged phenomena were in- 
vented narratives. It is so desirable, however, not to confuse 
the issues, and I have, moreover, approached the question, as I 
trust, so little in a partisan spirit, that I will at once and 
willingly give way in this and in any similar instance, so that the 
question of the evidences, and that only, may remain clearly 
before us. Antoun Ewan War. 


P. S. — The above letter was already in type when that of 
Mr. Lillie appeared in Ligwr’ of June 27th, under the title of 
the * Resurrection of Miss Diana Vaughan.’ There has been no 
such resurrection, and the muddled metaphor is entirely want- 
ing in point. T must protest against the misrepresentations of 
your correspondent. My book does not question Diana's exist- 
ence. Among the many speculations concerning her is the 
possibility that her name is a mask assumed by Leo Taxil; but 
I purposely omitted all reference to this subject, because no 
evidence was or is forthcoming, Neither have I represented 
Miss Vaughan as a puppet of Margiotta’s, and so far from the 


il 
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warranted by the value of the colouring matter. Finally, to 
ask why Eliphas Lévi wrote about the cultus of Baphomet is 
about as reasonable as to ask why Mr, Lillie has written upon 
Modern Mystics.’ 


Stn. —I think it is time to give some decisive (I hope) 
information on the too much talked of tupie of * Devil Worship 
in France. Many occultists in Paris know, as I do, that this 
soi-disant worship is only the invention of Dr. Bataille and Leo 
Taxil (whose nom de plume is either Jordan or Vaughan). 
There were some bits of truth collected, per ci par lå, and used 
by them, but the bulk of the writings is purely imaginative. I 
am very sorry for the English writers who spent so much ink on 
this topic, but I suppose they must be advised. 

The work on Lemmni, published at Grenoble, is generally 
dubious; the one of Jean Kostska (u nom de plume) is 
apocryphal. 

‘ Diana Vaughan's Memoirs is one of the best farces con- 
ducted by Leo Taxil and his brother. 

The publisher of those memoirs does not know Miss 
Vaughan, has never seen her, and does not care if she exists or 
not, for it pays—that is sufficient. 

When Colonel Oleott came to Paris (coming from America) 
he was asked if he knew Miss Vaughan ; he did not, and he was 
certainly in a position to be informed on this point. 

A very cunning and private inquiry has been made by some 
occultists concerning that evanescent Miss. At St. Sulpice and 
at Rome the clergy do not know anything about Miss Vaughan, 
and in no convent is there anybody of that name. If Miss Diana 
Vaughan had been really a convert to the Catholic Church, this 
always well-informed Church should have been very proud to 
point out this new conversion and victory over the so-called 
Satan. 

Most probably, at the end of this year, the ‘Mémoires’ 
will be discontinued, for the best farces are the shortest ones, 
as we say in France. Mr. A. Lillie assures us seriously that 
there are in Paris four temples where Lucifer is worshiped. 
They must be in the Catacombs (as said to me jocosely by a 
Spiritualist), for nobody knows them. Moreover, the French 
police, which is so well informed, could not ignore those 
temples, and should not tolerate them. Perhaps some lot of 
fools or insane people may gather secretly in some private 

bouse to worship Satan or Lucifer ; but, of course, if the police 
hears of them it considers the thing as concerning Charenton 
(the Bedlam of France). 

One other mistake of Mr. A. Lillie is to say that M. Papus 
was initiated by Eliphas Lévi. When the Abbé de Constant 
(Eliphas Lévi) died, Papus was a boy, and could not have been 
initisted. As to Eliphas Lévi himself, it is very dubious 
whether he has been initiated by St. Martin. As I have been 
told, he was rather an occultiet by study and imagination than 
2 real initistion; but he was obviously a very eminent 
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maçonnique, s'inspirant des idées de patrio, de moralité, y, 
fraternité, de liberté, et de l'assistance mutuelle publique, h. 
estime que la maçonnerie n'est pas contraire aux religions e 
reste ouverte à tous les partis et à toutes les écoles politique 
To have the end of this boring question, 
' by a senior of an English Hermory 


I agree with why 
was said to ‘Questor Vitæ 
Society (p. 251): ‘There have been for 
there, small groups of Devil-worshipers ; 
there has ever been any central lodge or authority.’ 
case is sheer nonsense—mere clap-trap sensationalism. 
Paris. AN Orp Occurm, 


centuries, here and 
but I do not believe 
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Sin, — We must all thank your correspondent ‘Q. V. 
final exposure of the farcical impostor, Dr. Bataille.’ 
now, however, on my own part in introducing the latter t 
* Liou.’ T have no apology to offer, for from the first I pointed 
out the questionable character of this book, and confined my 
quotations from it to its relation to Miss Diana Vaughan, whose 
existence, connection with Palladism and conversion were 
vouched for by more respectable authorities : and she had not 
then given occasion for suspicion on her own account. The 
apparently minute and exact acquaintance with the constitution 
and history of Palladism certainly impressed me, for I was not 
then aware of the extent to which the literature of the subject 
had already run, nor of the public sources from which Dr. Hacks 
(‘Bataille’) could draw. Obviously, that earlier and independent 
testimony cannot be discredited by the mere fact that a romance 
has been founded upon it. It must stand or fall by a criticism 
which ignores Dr. Hacks altogether. 

Another thing which contributed to give ‘Dr. Bataille’ a 
certain credibility in my view is now first explicable by the 
light of his revelations to Q. V.“ It is the letter purporting to 
de from that other mysterious personage, Sophia Walder, pub- 
lished in the * Revue Catholique de Coutances,’ February 10th, 
1893, which, while denouncing ‘Dr. Bataille’ as a spy, and 
declaring that there was an admixture of falsehood in his state- 
ments, admitted the writer’s acquaintance with him, and his 
professional services to her. This letter was followed by 
another, + much longer one, by Sophia, which is a good imita- 
tion, at least, of genuine Palladian ferocity against clericals.’ 
‘Dr. Bataille’s’ reply is printed at length in the same paper. 
We can now, of course, easily see the origin of these letters in 
the ‘band of speculative journalists to whom it appears ‘Le 
Diable au XIXme Siècle’ is due. Canon Mustel, the editor 
of the — Catholique de Coutances,’ was presumably 


a without significance that the eleventh (May) 
d'une Ex-Palladiste’ is not yet pub- 


in (7) excused herself to her subscribers, 
for the delay of the tenth number, on 
in the preparation of her forthcoming 
rispi. But neither has that book yet 
< would keep an eye on the French 
advertised Miss Diana, and would 
on the subject of her verw 
a any public communication by 
re, — in England, dependent 
C. C. M. 
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jody is, how flexible the arms are, and how fresh and florid the 
pain"! Tho undertaker quietly observes, for the information 
of his clients, that this life-like appearance of corpses is far 
from uncommon in the experience of the members of his profes- 
son, Which opinion is confirmed by others ; the dread suspicions 
of the relatives are removed, there is no attempt at resuscita- 
tion, and burial follows, The victim of catalepsy, trance, 
syncope, or other death-counterfeits has, it need hardly be said, 
only the very faintest chance of recovery after his doom has 
been thus pronounced by a hasty and perfunctory death certifi- 
won. The only unequivocal sign of death, as shown hy the 
jationt researches of authorities too numerous to mention, is 
putrefaction, and in the great majority of cases this is not 
waited for, A reform in our treatment of the so-called dead is, 
in the interest of humanity at large, urgently needed. 

42, Stibbington-street, N.W. 

June 24th, 1896, 


James R. WILLIAMSON. 


ln reply to your correspondent, * W., in Lian, of 
h, under caption ‘Burying Alive,’ p. 262, [would sayabout 
five years ago, and several times since, I visited at the City 
Ownetery at Munich, Bavaria, a mortuary chamber containing 
3 a Score or more of * corpses laid out and await- 
final order for interment. Of course all ages were repre- 
‘te tem the first days of babyhood to the octogenarian, and 
alist, f dress and lay out, from the severest simplicity of the 
mabi porto the sumptuous display of pride and wealth, friends 
ng lowed much latitude. The chamber was well lighted, had 
„admitting full view to passers by, an attendant at call, 
us Appropriate and pleasing, tasteful and artistic. My 
sion is there never was a resuscitation. The English Consul 
could easily answer all W.'s’ queries. 
V. H. Younc (late United States Consul at Carlsruhe). 
ast Main-street, Columbus, Ohio. 
June 11th, 1896. 


‘Why Don't Spiritualists Abolish the Cabinet ? 


Vonsidering recent impostures unearthed by Spirit- 
elves, and the painful Press comments in various 
will you allow me to ask if the period is not ripe 
\ 9 5 of inquiry? From a number of inquiries I 
mit the trouble to post to well-known investigators, 
nion, I am happy to state that the weight of reply is 
ast the ‘cabinet,’ and in some cases such would 
ed the columns of our spiritual journals, as per my 
but too often a characteristic modesty deprecates 
is, I will here state that, without judging the 
y medium or inquirer, public caterers for 
„especially when monetary arrangements 
8 in duty bound to devise experiments superior 
conjurer. I have now in my possession a very 
robe’ retained by an investigator, which was 
known materialiser some nights ago, It is 
> Of mull-muslin, neckbanded by Paisley 
o samo secured by a ‘safe’ pin. Upon the 
l Ups certain accomplices were determined 
prevail ; but in this case the medium-snatcher 
m, and one more imposture was laid bare, 
bo li " argument in such a case to 
villy-disposed sitter with having introduced 
gi a aud equally vain to explain that 
—— nentary had enforced n temporary purloin- 
drapery dépôt— but logic occasionally 
r-fetched assumptions, and in many 
h statements are but an extension of 
a Lem, N not use common 
n, Say, ina subdued 
minus a front 
nents, 8 the 
Bla of Sunder- 
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Legal Status, 

Sin. — Various communications pro and con have appeared 

upon this subject in * Liou’ and the ‘Two Worlds,’ bat I have 
sought in vain for any solid argument against the scheme which 
has been suggestively drafted by Mr. T. O. Todd on behalf of 
the National Federation, the objectors appearing to be carried 
away cithor by their fears or their prejudices. It ix well, 
indeed necewary, in order to arrive at a reliable basis, that all 
possible objections should be stated, since they serve sa signals 
to show which way danger lies, and doubtless a review of these 
may not be without service in view of the approaching Confer- 
ence at Liverpool. In order to be as brief as the importance of 
the subject admits, I will endeavour to treat them collectively. 
‘Licnr’ prefers to maintain a watching attitude and remain a 
‘free-lance,’ and of course it has a perfect right to do so, The 
main consideration in regard thereto is that either organisation 
and procuring legal status are desirable or they are not. If 
desirable (and I think I shall be able to show that they are), 
then one is forced to feel that far more practical and successful 
work can be done by being in accord with a representative and 
capable Central Council than as an isolated, unattached ‘ free- 
lance.’ 

Too close a construction is, I think, placed upon what Mr. 
Todd says as to the need of the proposed scheme ‘in order to 
save the movement,’ since an urgent need certainly exists for 
elevating it and placing it upon a more solid basia for propa- 
ganda purposes. 

Again, exception is taken to the statement that we have no 
authority over... our adherents . . platform, and other 
workers, but is it not a self-evident fact that some kind of 
salutary control is much needed ? as, for instance, that the con- 
ditions of membership, while not being vexatious, shall still be 
such as to directly foster the personal fitness of our adherents ; 
also that some mode of more discreet control be exercised, 
whereby only those who are fitted to creditably present either 
the phenomena or the philosophy of Spiritualism shall engage 
in its public propaganda. 

t But,’ says ‘ Licut,’ ‘if a Society wishes to have A or B, 
why not? Why wait for a pass?’ The proposal to submit 
names to District Councils, &c., is, I take it, only made 
suggestively, and it will probably be found quite feasible ond 
effective, while still retaining perfect freedom for Societies, to 
adopt such proposals as shall make it increasingly incumbent 
upon leaders of Societies to exercise proper discretion in this 
matter, and with whom the responsibility for the admission of 
local workers would then, and rightly, rest. Then after local 
workers have been thus tested, if they desire a wider field of 
labour, as an introduction thereto, their names could be sub- 
mitted to District or Central Councils. 

It is further urged that the proposal to control the opening 
of new Societies, admission of members, Ka-, would create a 
sect . . . the nearest approach to which would be the 
Methodist Conference with its cast iron rule.’ But control as to 
the creation of new Societies does not mean opposition thereto 
where existing Societies are sufficiently established or local con- 
ditions are such as to render it desirable to open up other 
societies. This parental control could only tend to strengthen 
the movement and foster its healthy growth. Moreover, the 
distinctive features of a sect are in its doctrinal beliefs, and not 
in its mode of goverument.* The ‘cast iron rule’ of the Metho- 
dist Conference receives complete justification at the hands of 
Mr. Lord. He says, in reference to the Rey, Mr. Ashcroft, 
that ho posed asa man who had the support of a great religious 
body of Christians,’ but owing ‘to the pressure brought upon 
him by the Conference,’ he subsided. Mr. Lord goes on to say 

that Mr, ‘Todd is formulating a scheme of government ‘ which 
would place shackles of a like character upon every occupant of a 
platform,’ Ke. ; but, since the Conference proved itself capable 
of controlling Mr. Asheroft and guarding its own interests, the 
said ‘shackles’ would appear to be salutary in their application, 
and instead of framing an argument against tho * Legal Hundred,’ 
Mr. Lord has given one strongly in favour ! 

The wisest rules, like Nature's own laws, may be as ‘ cast 


iron! to the offender, but salutary and protective where there is 
loyal conformity. 
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this surely should be an casy matter—then this objection stands 
fur nothing. 

He also says that ‘ buildings, properties, and 
societies would have to be gauanfed by the Legal Hundred.“ 
“end that ‘these comparatively new converts . . ate very 
sanguine if they imagine that the earnest inquirers amongst us 
are preparal so soon after freeing themselves from oid shackles, 
to put themselves into new ones.” Does not a very real need 
exist for some trustworthy legal guardianship of buildings. 
properties, bequests, Ñe., on behalf of the movement! Have 
not halls bean already alienstel and lest to the cause, and 
bequests withheld simply for lack thereof? And will not this 
need increase in Urgency as our propaganda proceeds | 

As to the guardianship of creeds ( cinco none are being 

formulated for the necessary statutory declaration, which will 
only affirm dese principles upon which ali may unite, whatever 
variations of opinion may be entertained as to non-essentials, 
this also looks like a ramiom shot, With the keenest apprecia- 
tion of the horror of the ‘old shackles‘ evinced by Mr. Lord, 
we must not forget that their grieeeusness consists in fettering 
man's spirit and intellect dowa to the prisonaye of creeds and 
dogmas, tatters of belief alone, and not so mach as reganis 
their asseciation with madas of gorrrament. The various methods 
adopted by different bodies for propszands purposes cannot 
truly be called ‘shackles '; let as rather esll them the harness of 
the car of progres, For surely no successful organisation the 
world has ever seen, religious, social, or national, could have 
made its progress without a well-found equipment, an efficient 
central control over all its subdivisions, and a ‘plan of 
campaign capable af general jon. 

We are farther told that the laws of intercourse between 
spirits in the flesh and spirits discarnate are not yet sufficiently 
aaderstood.’ Does this mean that Mr. Lord is not yet convinced 
that such intercourse is proses} but this is what we as Spiritual- 
ists are called apon to afirm; and bere our ground is solid 
enough, in all conscience, for, as Mr. Alfred Russel Wallace 
says, ‘the phenomena of Spiritualism in their entirety do naf 
repie further confirmation.’ It is utopian to expect—this side 
of ‘the veil '—to understand all about the laws which underlie 
the phenomena, hat the suggestion that the Court of Chancery 
ie to be appealed to * for powers to interfere with investigators 
into their operation,” is as absurd as it is misleading; while 
methinks that our ignorance ‘ of laws governing the two sides of 
existence’ is not quite so dense as Mr. Lond appenre té ammes: 
By all means let us ‘go slow,’ ir ahead,’ ‘ 
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„G. B. R's’ question is very sens ible ind perti 
deserves * sreful and POWs: mab le TELYS By an OMDIpot 
God [mean a Being who creates, rules. — overrules allt 
L do not doubt His omnipotent power to remake H 
absolute perfection ibut I contend that directly He d 
to matorial, objective, and subjective creation, He i 
necessity to create something which is inferior to H 
Necessity seems to me to be as much part of God's natu 
attribute He POSSASSAS, I therefore infer that, under 
of Novessity, creation is bound to be a product manifi 
good and evil. NEWTON CrosLayy, 


SOCIETY WORK. 


OFEN-AIR PROPAGANDA IN BATTERSEA Park.—On Sunday 
July 12th, meetings at 3 p.m. and 6 p.m., near the band 


A. M. R 


Eoxoxros Srrmrvatistrs’ Sociery, Beecu Hau, Hyi 
taxe. —On Sunday last Mrs. Yeeles gave an able discourse upor 
‘Where are our Dead?" followed by clairvoyance. Nex 


Sunday, at7 p.m., Mr. Banyard .—-A. WALKER. 

STRATFORD SOCIETY OF SPIRITUALISTS, West Hasr-Laxe, E.— 
On Sunday last Mr. Veitch gave a discourse to a good audience 
Next a Evengal’: and Mr Ronald Brailey ov 


Thursday, at 8 p.m. Our excursion will take place on Saturday, 
August 22nd, to Epping Forest. Tickets 2s. Gd., and Ls. 61 
for chiliren.— [nos McCatium. 

Spiarrean ATHENEUM, 113, Epoewanrer-roap, N.W.—0n 


Horatio Hunt lectured on ‘The 


Sunday evening last Mr. 
July 7th, at 8 p.m., Mr 


Philosophy of Materislisation. On 
A. F. Tindall will give the second of three trance discours: 
‘Occultism, Spiritual Religion. and Mystical Christiani ty. 
Tickets free on application.—A. F. TIN DAL“. 

Daws or Day Srrerrvat Soctery, 85 (tare 81), Forres 
koan, Kestisn Tows, N.W.—On Sunday last Mrs. Bingham, 
reading, recitation, and experiences. as. Spring gave an 
inspirational address, which was followed by clairvoyance. On 
wil aie an service, Mrs. Spring, clairvoy yyance ; Mrs. Bing that n 

we an address on the Colours Seen by Clairvoyant 8. — 
Hon, Sec. 

* — Masosic Hut, CAMBERWELL New-noan, S. E. —0n 
Sanday last we had a good audience. Mr. Boddington brieñy 
addressed the meeting, after which Mr. Brenchley gave an 
instructive outline of the history of Joan of Arc. emphasising 
the fact that the same body of people who proclaimed her a 
witch and caused her death are to-day proclaiming her hervise 
Our annual summer excursion to Keston Common by — 

ist Tickets 3s. Gl., including tea, Next Sunday, 6.30. 
at 35, Station-road, students’ class, 8.30. K. E.B 
ban Seretrvaists’ Society, WELLINGTON Hat, 
Sunday evening last, Mr. Jones in the 
id Brailey’s inspirers gave an address on 
>,’ ms on ‘Truth’ and ‘Happiness,’ 

nk A Mr. pasisian also spoke. On Sunday 
ry Park. the meeting was addressed by 
Davis, Emms, and Rodger. A ineeting 
iam for next Sunday, conducted by Mr. 
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